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DOES GOD WORK 
MIRACLES TODAY? 


By E\VANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


Ill. MIRACLES OF THE BIBLE ARE GIVEN AS EXAMPLES FOR US 
IV. SOME OBJECTIONS ANSWERED 


(THIRD ARTICLE) 


Ill. Miracles of the Bible Are 
Given As Examples for Us 


In the very nature of the case 
the fact that the Bible is full of 
miracles must be intended to teach 
us that God is a miracle-working 
God. Why should God tantalize us 
with accounts of how He has 
blessed others, how He has heard 
their prayers, how He has healed 
their sicknesses, how He has pro- 
vided their needs, if He be not will- 
ing to do the same for us, when- 
ever it is right and good? 

‘But the Scripture repeatedly 
tells us that these miracles are giv- 
en for examples to us. For ex- 
ample in Psalm 81:10 God tells us, 
“I am the Lord thy God, which 
brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and 
I will fill it.” What could the Lord 
here mean but this: that He Who 
did miracles before is able to do 
them again! He Who blessed Israel 
with mighty blessings will do the 
same for us if we trust Him. Evi- 
dently He means that all the won- 
ders accompanying the deliverance 
of the people of Israel, and their 
support and protection in the wil- 
derness journeys are written to en- 
courage us, and that therefore we 
should open our mouths wide in 
faith and receive like blessings 
when needed. 


In I Corinthians 10:1-5 God re- 
minds us again how the Jewish 
fathers were brought of Egypt un- 
der a cloud, passed through the 
Red Sea and ate of manna and 
drank of the water out of the rock. 
Then verse six sums up the lesson 
saying, ‘‘Now these things were 
our examples, to fhe intent we 
should not lust after evil things, as 
they also lusted.” The miracles ac- 
companying the birth of the Jew- 
ish nation “were our examples.” 
And the way. God punished them 
with plagues, for their sins, and 
miraculous manifestations are to 
warn us, too, lest we should desire 
evil things as they did, and be pun- 
ished as they were. 

Doesn’t that plainly mean that 
the miracles of those days are 
meant for examples to us? 

Again in the same chapter, verse 
11 says, “Now all these things 
happened unto them for ensam- 
ples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the world are come.” 


these blessings and cursings, ‘‘hap- 
pened unto them for ensamples.”’ 
Not only that, but “they are writ- 
ten for our admonition, upon whom 
the ends of the world have come.”’ 
To the end of the world the mir- 
acles recorded in the Bible are for 
our admonition. 

If the age of physical inteusien 
is past, here would have been a 
good place for the Holy Spirit to 
say so; but He does not. Instead, 
He says those miracles were sam- 
ple miracles and that the accounts 
of them are for our admonition in 
these last days! 

The translation of Enoch before 
the flood, and of Elijah later, were 
evidently sample miracles, pointing 
toward the translation of every 
living saint at the return of Christ. 
And our translation will be exact- 
ly the same kind of literal, physi- 
cal miracles as they had. 

The plagues of Egypt are cer- 
tainly types and samples of mira- 
cles that will occur during the 
great tribulation period. The turn- 
ing of water to blood, the great 
darkness, the hail and many oth- 
ers of the plagues of Egypt are to 
be repeated, as foretold in the book 
of Revelation. 

The resurrection of Christ, that 
mighty miracle, is specially men- 
tioned is a type and prophecy of 
future resurrections of all the 
saints. First Corinthians 15:20, 23 
says, “Now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits 
of them that slept .... But every 
man in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits; afterward they that are 
Christ’s at his coming.” Christ is 


only the firstfruits. We will be the. 


following harvest. Romans 8:11 
again refers to this truth that our 
mortal bodies will be raised as the 
body of Christ was. 

I am saying that the Bible mir- 
acles necessarily involves future 
miracles for the rest of us. 


IV. Some Objections Answered 


Here we will notice a few of 
the principal arguments offered by 
those who say that the age of mir- 
acles is past, that God does not 
work miracles, especially physical 


miracles, today. 


1, It is claimed that miracles 
were never given except to intro- 
duce a new epoch or dispensation. 
But a careful review of the mir- 
acles of the Bible proves that is 
not true. What epoch did Enoch 
begin? What age or dispensation 
did Elijah and Elisha usher in? 


All these miracles ad wonders, 


Important Articles on War Coming 


Next week The Sword of the 
Lord will carry, God willing, the 
first of a series of articles by the 
editor on the Christian and war, 
Real Christians must be patriots. 
The kind of so-called Christianity 
which -causes a child to disobey his 
parents, a wife to be a rebel 
against her husband, the workman 
to be insolent to his boss or a citi- 
zen to be disloyal to his govern- 
ment is not true to the Bible. 

Whe duty of Christians in tak- 
ing sides against Hitle asin in support- 
i song the government, ying tax- 
ie buying defense das 5 and 
es peak in going to the armed forc- 
es when called, or in sending our 
men who are called, in praying for 


tion price, 


this series of patriotic, 
Christian 


a tia s guidance and victory, and 


the way to have peace in the midst 
of war — all these will be dis- 
cussed with many, many Scriptures. 

YOUR FRIENDS NEED THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. This se- 
ries of articles will be read with 
great interest. Subscribe for pas- 
tors, relatives, friends. Subscrip- 
$1.00 a year, three 
months for 25c. Thousands should 
subscribe for three months and get 
Bible ar- 
ticles on the and war. 
Send 4 names and $1.00 for four 
friends, today, that each may get 
the Sword 3 months and read these 
articles and other features. 

NEW MAILING ADDRESS: 
The Sword of the Lord slag sea 
145 North Hale, Wheaton, Illino 


“How to Be Saved and Know It” 


REV, MERRIL T. MACPHERSON 


The miracles in the book of Dan- 
iel — what age or epoch did they 
begin ? 

2. It is claimed that miracles 
were needed until the Bible was 
written but not after that date. 
But the Bible itself foretells mira- 
cles in all the ages to come: at the 
return of Christ, during the tribu- 


-lation period, during the millennial 


reign of Christ, at the last judg- 
ment, and beyond. So, miracles did 
not close with the Bible. And the 
Bible itself never hints that /af- 
ter the Scriptures were completed 
there would be no more need for 
miracles. 

3. It is said that the miracles of 
healing particularly that Jesus per- 
formed were done only to prove 
His Messiahship, to prove His de- 
ity. But that is not the motive the 
Scripture mentions for His work. 
Acts 10:38 tells us Jesus ‘‘went 
about doing good, healing all that 
were oppressed of the devil.” He 
did not go about “proving His de- 
ity,” but He went about doing 
good. And Mark 2:5 tells us that 
Jesus healed a man sick of the 
palsy “when Jesus saw their faith!” 
Why that is the same reason He 
has promised to answer prayers for 
anything! (Mark 11:24; Matt. 21: 
22). Then Jesus healed that man 
for the same reason that. He al- 
Ways answers prayer, the reason 
of faith. And when Jesus healed 
the son of the widow of,Nain, the 
reason is given, “And when the 
Lord saw her, he had compassion 
on her, and said unto her, Weep 
not. And he came and touched the 
bier: and they that bare him stood 
still, And he said, Young man I 
say unto thee, Arise. And he that 
was dead sat up and began to 
speak. And he delivered him to his 
mother” (Luke 7:13-15). We do 
not need to look further when the 
Bible tells us Jesus’ motive. He had 
compassion on the mother and 
raised her son! But the Lord Jesus 
still has compassion on people in 


trouble! Luke 14:1-5 tells how Je- 


sus healed a man with the dropsy 
on the Sabbath day and explained 
that he did it from the same mo- 
tives as they would take an ox or 
an ass fallen into a pit and pull 
(Continued on page four) 


By REv. MERRIL 


T. MACPHERSON 


Pastor, Church of the Open Door, Philadelphia 


My reason for discussing with 
you this subject tonight grows out 
of a number of inquiries that have 
been made recently on “What Must 
\ Do to Be Saved?” 


God has been blessing, and both 
in the church and in the radio au- 
dience souls have been finding the 
Lord Jesus Christ; but we are cer- 
tain that there are many in the ru- 
dio audience who have a desire to 
be saved, who have not yet found 
rest in Christ. One writes to say: 
“We enjoy your sermons very much 
as we never miss hearing you, and 
we are both unsaved,” signed by 
a father and son. Oh, beloved in 
Christ, pray for this father and 
son, and for all whom they repre- 
sent, who are yet out of the fold, 
that they may be brought in and 
rejoice in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are not going to preach a 
sermon, but, as simply as we know 
how, explain the Word of God on 
“How to be saved.’ I am going to 
consider that this audience before 
me and this great radio audience 
is just an inquiry room where souls 
are seeking the Lord, and it is my 
privilege to introduce you to Him. 
Let me say as we begin, that sal- 
vation is: 
|. Not by Reformation 


(1) “Turning over a new leaf.” 

There are many people -who 
speak of “turning over a new leaf” 
and living an upright and moral 
life. There are at least two great 
difficulties about this that we must 
consider. This first is,.that the sin 


of the past has not been atoned 
for, or covered, and.any sin in our 
life, in any part of our life, will 
condemn us and keep us entirely 
out of fellowship and favor with 
God. A man wants to see, not only 
a clean white page before him in 
the present, but he wants to be as- 
sured that the blackness of the 
pages that have been turned over — 
has been cleansed. 


Another difficulty lies in the fact 
that no human being was ever able 
to just simply “turn over a new 
leaf’”’ and by the power of his will 
and good resolutions to live a per- 
fect life from that time onward. 
How often have you made New 
Year’s resolutions and broken them 
before the first or second day of 
the year? How often in my early 


| life did I resolve that I was going 


to quit doing this or that and live 
an upright, righteous life, only to 
fail utterly before many days had 
passed. No, you need to do some- 
thing more than “turn over a new 
leaf,’’ because the sins of the past 
and the weakness of human nature 
make it impossible for you thus to 
be saved. 

(2) It is not by being baptized. 

You may ask why I mention 
this. I do it simply because I have 
come in contact with a great num- 
ber ef people who have felt that 
they were saved because they were ~ 
baptized as an infant or later on as 
an adult. It would be well for us in 
this connection to look at I Cor- 


(Continued on page two) 


God’s Cure for Worry 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


"Be careful for nothing but in every thing b y. 
with thanksgiving let your requests be ma 


prayer and supplication 
known unto God. 


"And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.'' — Philippians 4:6, 7. 


Here is one of God’s promises 
that has cured worry for thousands 
of Christians. Here is the way.to 
perfect peace, the way to abolish 
haunting care and fret and the 
restless sins that come from un- 
belief. 


|. Be Careful for Nothing 


Worry is a sin, To be full of care 
is forbidden by God’s clear com- 
mand. The Revised Version of the 
Bible says, “Be anxious for noth- 
ing.” Anxiety, fretting, worrying, 
fear of the future — all these are 
sins. And they are wicked sins of 


‘unbelief. You may pray, and wor- 


ry; but your prayer is no good. You 
certainly cannot trust and worry. 
John Wesley said, “I would no 
more fret than to curse or swear.” 

The Saviour said, ‘Take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet 
for your body, what ye shall put 
on. Is not the life more than meat, 
and the body than raiment?” 
(Matt. 6:25). Then He mentions 
the fowls of the air which do not 
sow or reap and yet God feeds 
them. Oh, doubting Christian, are 
you not better than the birds? 
And Jesus said, “Why take ye 
thought for raiment? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do they spin: 
and yet I say unto you, That even 
Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these.”’ (Matt. 
6:28). Oh, you doubting Christians, 


ye of little faith, if God clothes 
the grass, would He care less for 
you? How foolish, then. how wick- 
ed, to worry and fret about clothes 
and food! Heathen people worry 
about these things. But we, God’s 
saved, are to seek first the king- 
dom of God; and all these things 
shall be added to us. And the 
Saviour’s final command in that 
sixth chapter of Matthew is, “Take 
therefore no thought for the mor- 
row: for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself.” 
It is wicked, unbelieving sin to 
worry. . 

The hairs of your heads are 
counted, recorded, numbered! God 
Who gave His own Son to die for 
you, would He not also give you 
food, and clothes, and a bed? “He 
that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how 
shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32). 


“Why should I charge my soul 
with care? 


The wealth of every mine 
Belongs to Christ, God’ s Son and 
heir 


And He’s a friend of mine!’ 


And again the poet says, 
“My Father is rich in houses and 
lands; 


He holdeth the wealth of the 
world in His hands. 


(Continued on page four) 
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mine own name. 
Ptized also the household 


er I baptized any other. For 
sent me not to baptise, but 
each the gospel: not with 
m of words, lest the cross of 


I believe that every saved person 
should be baptized, but I do not 
find anywhere “in the Scripture 
where any one should be baptized 
until he is saved, and neither do 
I find it anywhere in the Scrip- 
ture that baptism is a saving or- 
dinance, 


<3) Not by joining a Church. 
I have here before me a letter 


' | I desire to quote one paragraph. 
|» He says: “I have been a member 
a of the Church for forty-two years 
_ but have never had the new birth. 
- Will you pray for me?” Another 
writes: ‘My wife and myself were 
both brought up in Christian 
homes, belonged to a Presbyterian 
Church and tried to live the life of 
Christians, especially in helping 
those in need. We have been blest 
immensely, but how can we know 
-without a doubt if we are saved 
completely ?” 
These are only samples of many 
letters that have come to me re- 
cently, and so you will understand 
_why I feel urged to bring a simple 
message on this subject of “How 
to Be Saved and Know It.” 
Here is one man who says that 
he is a member and has been a 
- member of the. Church for forty- 
- two years, and yet admits that he 
_ has not been born again. The cou- 
| ple mentioned, at least lack assur- 
. ance of salvation. It must be made 
clear to all of us that no one is 
_ Saved by merely uniting with the 
Church. I, personally, united with 
the Church when I was about 
twelve years of age, but I did not 
experience the new birth until I 
‘was nineteen. 
© God says: “For by grace are ye 
>} saved through faith; and that not 
"* of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God; not of works, lest any man 


by “turning over a new leaf,” nor 
the Church, nor by any other sub- 


be named, but salvatior is: 
2. By Regeneration 
Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3: 


God 
who 


of the new birth. 


Lord as given in Isaiah 55:7: 


- important subject: 

Pine 1) Recewe Jesus Christ. 
“But as many as received 
- Him, to them gave He power 
ays 20 become the sons of God, 
~ even to them that believe on 
« His name.” John 1:12. 


from one of my radio friends and 


should boast.”’ No, salvation is not 
by being baptized, nor by joining 
stitutes that are made and might 


3 and 7, “Ye must be born again.” 
ty any soul upon this earth 

lived, or who is living to- 
day, or ever shall live, who shall 
fall. short of this great experience 


What you particularly want .to 
know and what I desire to make as 
simple and plain as I can is, how 
you may be saved and know it. 
Make certain that your repentance 
has been real; that you have fol- 
lowed the commandment of the 
“Tet 
the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him return unto the Lord, 
and He will have mercy upon him; 
and to our God, for He will abun- 
dantly pardon.” If you are in dead 
earnest about your salvation; if 
there is a sincere desire in your 
heart now to be saved, we can be- 
gin at this very point and see what 
the Scripture has to say on this all- 


What does God in His inspired 
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r to Be ‘Saved and Know It It 


Word here mean? He means that 

He knew our helpless, hopeless, 

lost condition, and sent into this 
world His own beloved Son, Who 
was conceived by thé Holy eo 
and born of the Virgin Mary; W 

lived a sinless life and was EP 
on Calvary’s Cross as a~-Lamb 
without spot and without blemish. 

His own people received Him not, 
but the offer of salvation then went 
out to every one — “But as many 
as received him, to them gave He 
the right (or the authority) to 
become the children of God.” Have 
you thus received the Lord Jesus 
as your own personal Saviour? 
Are you willing now to receive 
Him? If so, you have a right to) 
believe, on the authority of God’s 
Word, that you are now a child of 
God, for as many as thus received 
Him, to them He gave the power 
to become the children of God. 

Isn’t it wonderful to know that 
a great transaction by grace di- 
vine has been accomplished, and 
that we, who have been the chil- 
dren of the Devil, can be trans- 
formed in a moment and become 
the children of God, simply by re- 
ceiving the Lord Jesus Christ and 
His finished work for us on Cal- 
vary’s Cross? 


(2) “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house.” — Acts 16:31 

The night I came forward to ac- 


Saviour, some Christian worker 
said: “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”’ 
I was there, doing all in my power 
thus to believe, but I said to my- 
self —- I have never seen the day 
when I did not believe in the Lord 
Jesus -Christ. I always believed 
that He was God; I always believed 
that He was born of. a virgin: I 
always believed that He died on the 
Cross to save sinners. I always be- 
lieved that He arose from the 
grave, an dthat He ascended on 
high, and that He is going to re- 
turn to this earth again; but the 
appropriation of my faith of the 
finished work. of Jesus Christ for 
my own salvation was an entirely 
different matter. 

I believe that there are many 
people who lack assurance of sal- 
vation today, because they do not 
simply believe in the finished work 
of Christ for themselves. God wants 
you to believe His Word, to believe 
that when Jesus died on the Cross, 
it was not only for the whole 
world but for you personally, in- 
dividually; that if you will now be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, you 
shall be saved; that when His pre- 
cious blood flowed from His wound- 
ed side on Calvary’s Cross, it was 
to cleanse away your sin and to 
make you whiter than the driven 
snow. Believe it, whether you feel 
it or not. Let God take care of the 
feelings. God doesn’t say anything 
here about feelings, but He says: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” Without 
a further doubt, . believe! 

Let us read together some pas- 
sages in John 3:15, 16, 18, 36, and 
6:47. Each of these passages brings 
out the fact that whosoever believ- 


demned, but hath everlasting life. 
}It is a present possession, not 
something you are supposed to 
know about and be sure about af- 
ter you have gotten to heaven, but 
something you should be sure 
about now. “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, he that believeth on me 
hath everlasting life.” oe 


(3) Come to Jesus. 

“All that the Father giveth 
me shall come to me; and him 
that cometh to me I will in no 

- wise cast out. For I came down 
from heaven, not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him 
that sent me. And this is the | 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Father’s will which hath sent 
me, that of all which he hath 
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_ Entered as second-class matter, 
‘at ~ Denton, Texas, under the Act 


oe prerch 8, 1897. 


given me I should lose noth- 
ing,. but should raise it up 
again at the last day.” John 
6 :37-39. 

I visited a home recently in 
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which there were two boys of High 
School age. The elder of the two 
of being confirmed 


Texas. 
p Btront, Wheaton, Illinois. 


1 weekly at 208 South Elm 
~ Denton, Editorial 
Executive Office: 145 North 


was speaking | 

and uniting with a church soon. I 
therefore asked him if he was 
sure that he was saved, and he 
said he was not. I opened my Bible 
to this precious passage of Scrip- 
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ture, which has meant so much in 
my own life, and which has been 
used in our after meetings so of- 
ten, and I said: “All that the Fa- 
ther giveth me shall come to me.” 
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cept the Lord Jesus Christ as my | 


eth, shall not perish nor be con-f 


‘THE SWORD OF THE LORD | 


Do you have a desire to accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your own 
personal Saviour? Do you have a 
desire to live for Him? He replied 
that he had such a desire. I asked 
him where he got the desire and 
his apy was, perhaps from his 
mother. I said, “Yes, thank God, 
that may have helped, but the 
truth of scripture is, that no per- 
son..eqn have-w desire to accépt the 
Lord Jesus Christ except that de- 
sire is given by the Holy Spirit 
Himself. Now the fact that you 
have such a desire,.is bringing you 
to Christ; is that not so?” And 
he said, “Yes.’’ I said, “All right, 
read on” — and he read: “and him 
that cometh to me, I will in no 
wise cast out.” If He does not cast 
you out, what does He do? And 
his eyes flashed and a smile of joy 
overspread his face as he replied, 
“He takes me in!” I asked “Are 
you saved then?” and he said, 
“Yes, I know now that I am 
Sav 


It is just as easy and simple as 
that to be saved and to know it; 
but this passage of Scripture, as 
we have quoted it in full, reveals 
this blessed truth, that not only 
are we saved, but we are kept by 
this blessed Saviour, and if death 
overtakes us we shall be raised, or 
if we live till Jesus comes, we shall 
be changed and caught up into His 
holy presence. 
(4) Confess your sins to God. 
“If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from ali unrighteousness.” I 
John 1:9. 


In this same home, I turned to 
the younger of these two boys, a 
lad of about thirteen or fourteen 
years, and asked him if he was 
saved, and he said ‘No.’ I at- 
tempted to deal with him some- 
what as I had with the elder 
brother’ who had just accepted 
Christ as his Saviour, but he 
could not grasp the truth. I then 
questioned him of his desire to ac- 
cept Christ and found that he, too, 
had a real desire but must be dealt 
with in an entirely different man- 
ner. I then opened my Bible to this 
verse of Scripture which we have 
before us, which I know primarily 
applies to Christians, but which 
God has so graciously used in the 
blessing of sinners also. I asked 
him also if he. recognized himself 
in the sight of God a sinner and 
he said, “Yes, I know I have sinned 
against God.’ I then asked him if 
he knew that he would be lost 
eternally unless he had Jesus as 
his own personal Saviour, and he 
replied that he knew this. I asked 
him then if he was ready and will- 
ing now to accept the Lord Jesus 
as his own personal Saviour, as 
the only one who could cleanse 
away his sin and make him a new 
creation in Christ, and he said, 
“Yes, I am ready now.” I said, 
Suppose we kneel down just now 
and take the matter to God in 
prayer, which we did. I prayed 
briefly and then asked him to just 
tell God what was on his heart. 
He led in a_ beautiful, simple 
prayer, confessing that, in the 
sight of God, he was a sinner, and 
asking God to forgive all his sins 
and to cleanse him just now and to 
make him a true follower of Jesus 
Christ for His Name’s sake. I then 
called his attention to this verse 
of Scripture again and quoted: “If 
we. confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” Have you done that? He. re- 
plied, “Yes, I have.’’ Then I said: 
That part of the verse has, in your 
opinion, a right to be in the Bible 
because it is true, and it is also 
true in your experience. You know 
that you have confessed your sins. 
Then let us read a “He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins.” I agked, ‘Has He done that 
for you?” He replied at first that 
he did not know, that he did not 
feel-any different. I said, suppose 
we read it this way: “If we con- 
fess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and 
‘give us a lot of nice feelings.’ ’’ 
“Oh,” he said, “but that is not 
there.” I said, “I know that is not 
there. Why, then are you trying to 
write it in? God says: ‘If we con- 
fess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins.’ You 
said you know the first part of 
this verse is true—is the second 
part of it true?” He said, “Yes, 
it is,” and I = ‘if He is faith- 
fal and just to forgive, has He 
done so?” And he replied, “Yes, 


He has!”” When I asked him: “How 
do you know?” he r “Be- 
cause I have confes: | my sins, 
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THE STATE 
WILL MAKE 
YOUR BOY MIND 


By W. J. PHILLIPS _ 


A well-meaning: mother said to 
me the other day, “I don’t know 
what to do with that boy; he won’t 
mind a word I say.’’ I said, “How 
old is he?’’ She said, “He is 4 and 
going on 5.” Then I said — and I 
didn’t mean to be discourteous or 
cruel — “If you can get along 
with him three or four years long- 
er, the State will take him off your 
hands and the State can make him 
mind. The State has detention 
homes, reform schools and peni- 
tentiaries for that purpose, and the 
State can always make a boy 
mind.” This was not a pleasant 
thing to say, and, it was not a 
pleasant thing for this selfish, sen- 
timental woman to hear, but I say 
lots of things that I hate to say; it 


‘seems like somebody has to say 


them. Then-I continued: ‘“‘A boy 
that is raised to disobey the au- 
thority of his mother will, when he 
gets older, disobey the authority 
and laws of both God and the 
State. That is why we have juve- 


penitentiaries, and, if a boy gets, 
with the State, to where you say 
your 4-year-old boy has got with 
you, the State will either shoot him 
down as a bandit or hang him. The 
State can and will make the boy 
mind.” 

I heard an ex-judge say the oth- 
er day that about 98 per cent of 
the tens of thousands now in the 


penitentiaries of this country were 


boys that wouldn’t mind their 
mothers in the home. It’s pitiful 
to think about it and it’s worse 
to talk about it, but what can one 
do! After all, the fault is not ori- 
ginally with the boy who, in the 
end will have to suffer; no, he was 
innocent and pure when like a 
pearl of great price he was dropped 
into the lap of life. Now. at four 
years, says the mother, “He won’t 
mind a word I say.” 

I said, “Did you ever punsh him 
for disobedience?” “Punish him! I 
don’t believe in punishing children. 
Why, it: would nearly kill me to 
punish or whip him; I just couldn’t 
do it.” “Well,” I said — and this 


—‘there is your trouble: you are 
not willing to hurt yourself for the 
good of your boy. You allow your 
own feelings to control you and 


and God says He will forgive.” 
“Now see what He says. All the 
Sins of your life are cleansed 
away; He is not only faithful and 
just to forgive our sins but faith- 
ful and just to cleanse from all un- 
righteousness.” This dear boy 
arose with me and the joy of the 
Lord was in his heart because he 
believed God. Will you do like- 
wise ? 


(5) Confess Christ as your 
Saviour. 
“That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus 
and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteous- 
ness; and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salva- 
tion.” 

Romans 10:9-10. 

Let me illustrate this by telling 
you of a salesman who. came into 
my office not long ago, endeavor- 
ing to sell me something. I did 
not particularly want or need what 


he needed Jesus Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour. He, like most peo- 
ple, had a desire to be saved but 
didn’t know how to go about it, 
and so, among other passages of 
Scripture, I used this one. I asked 
him then if he believed that Jesus 
Christ was born of the Virgin 
Mary. He readily said he did. Do 
you believe that Jesus Christ lived 
a life of sinless ection? He re- 
plied in the ative. Do you 
believe that Jesus Christ is God 
manifest in the flesh? And he re- 
plied very emphatically that he 
did. I then asked, do Bag Tse 46 
that this sinless, ly Son 
of God died on eek to save 
sinners? and he replied ‘‘Yes.” I 
then asked, do you believe that 
His blood alone can cleanse 


— 


nile courts, reform schools and/|. 


tle. 4-year-old boy; 


is not a treatise on raising children | 


he had to sell, but I discovered be- | 
fore we had conversed long that 


in doing so you are making a crim- 
inal of your boy, who later, will 
break heart. The best and on- 
ly genuine love is the love that 
re and is willing to suffer for 
the welfare of the one loved. The 
diamond, to be of value, must be 
cut and-ground and polished. There © 
are many’ diamonds in the rough 
in San Quentin and Folsum pris- 
yas today, just because they wer, 
not polished in the home lapidary. 
Some disobedient: boy’s mother sits 
shame-faced, and with bowed head 
and breaking heart in our courts 
every week and hears the sentence, 
maybe of life imprisonment or of 
death on the gallows pronounced 
against her little boy who ‘wouldn't 
mind a thing she said.’ The State 
can ‘make them mind’ and if you 
don’t make your little boy mind 
the State will. 


“Now, madam, don’t conclude 
that I am cruel or heartless; I am 
not; I love children and 1,would, 
if I could, save every one of them. 
I would if I could — at any cost, 
make honorable, high-minded gen- 
tlemen and ladies of every child 
in the State of every race and 
color, but I can’t do it, but you 
can; at least you. could have made 
such of your own, had you begun 
in time.” : 

There was a little boy in one of - 
the middle States a few years ago 
—I could give the exact location 
if I wanted to — just like this lit- 
he wouldn’t 
mind,” and his selfish, sentimen- 
tal mother “couldn’t make him 
mind,” of course. When he was a 
little older, 23, I think, his sobbing 
mother saw him aseerid the scaf- 
fold and as the black cap was be- 
ing adjusted before springing the 
trap, she, sobbing, broken-hearted, 
got as a last word from her boy 
an oath with the additional words, 
‘‘No use to sob now, old woman, 
you’re to blame for this. If you’d 
have raised me right when I was 
little’ —- but the trap was sprung, 
the little boy that wouldn’t mind 
plunged to his reward, and his 
mother into unconsciousness. 

It’s mighty unfair to the boy or 
girl. It is ever true as Milton said, 
“The child shows the man, as 
morning shows the day.” Happy 
the mother, happy the father, who 
can look upon his family and say, 
“These are my glorious works.” 
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..- IT 1S REMARKABLE HOW 
MUCH A DOLLAR WILL BUY IN 
FOOD FOR THE SOUL WHEN IT 

BUYS SO LITTLE IN FOOD 

FOR THE BODY" 


says a reader of The Sword of the 
Lord. We are giving you here some 
recent comments which have come 
to hand. Comments from you help 
us to know which sermons are 
the greatest blessing. We wish you 
to know some of the letters so 
we are giving them here. 
* ¢ * & 


“Pardon me for not renewing my 
subscription to The Sword of the 
Lord sooner. I have enjoyed the 
issues I have been receiving and 
want it continued for the coming 
twelve months. Enclosed is the dol- 
lar. It is remarkable how much a 
dollar will buy in food for the soul 
when it buys so little in food for 
the body.” 

“C. 8. 
“Jackson, Missisatppi.” 43 
* ¢ &¢ & 


....Oh, how I love this paper; 
to say it is food for my soul is 
stating an actual, literal fact. It is 
just that. When I go to the mail 
box and find my Sword of the Lord 
I really feel a warm glow all over 
me. Oh, yes, I realize full well that 
sounds extremely foolish, but nev- 
ertheless it is so. I am anxiously 
awaiting the enlargement of the 
paper WITH THE 8. S. LESSON 
HELPS! 7 

“Mrs. J. BE. A. 
. “Ottumwa, Iowa.” 
* ¢ # & 


“T enjoy reading The Sword more 
than I can tell. It has helped me 
the best yet in Bible reference. 
Those blessed sermons, oh, how I 
love to read them and pass them 
along! We would have to go a long 
ways to hear sermons like we read 
in The Sword. 

~S H. 
“Plymouth, Mass.” ® 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ENGAGEMENTS 


For the two weeks from Tues- 
day, May 26, through Sunday, June 
7, the editor will be in revival serv- 
ices in the Knoxville City Temple 
with Rev. Ed G. Caldwell, 1015 N. 
Broadway, Knoxville. 

June 14 to 28 he will be en- 

gaged in a tent campaign spon- 
sored by the First Baptist Church, 
Rev. W. L. Peters, pastor, at Shel- 
by, Ohio. Four other cHurches, at 
least, will be cooperating in the 
campaign. 
_. July 5 to 19 will be given to a 
tent campaign in Haddon Heights, 
New Jersey, with Pastor George 
A. Palmer of the Morning Cheer 
Broadcast, Philadedphia. 

From Tuesday, July 21, through 
Friday, August 7, the editor will 
be in Dallas, Texas, in a meeting 
with the Galilean Baptist Church, 
Dr. Robert G. Wells, pastor. The 
editor led in the organization of 
this church, July 31, 1932, and was 
pastor seven’ and a half years. This 
campaign celebrates the tenth an- 
niversary. 

August 9 through Labor Day, 
Monday, September’ 7, the- editor 
will be engaged in a big tent cam- 
paign on the South Side of Chi- 
cago, sponsored by fourteen 
churches, with a tent 80x160 feet. 


We hope that many readers will 
pray for these campaigns daily and 
those who live near enough to at- 
tend some of them, will do so. 


ww 


Should Ministers Be 
Called ‘“‘Reverend”’ 


Psalm 111:9 says of God, “holy 
and reverend is his name.” There- 
fore, say some, since the word rev- 
erend is used in the Bible only of 
God, it is wrong to use that term 
or ‘title referring to preachers. 


But that objection fades away 
with a more careful study. For in- 
stance, the same word which is 
translated ‘reverend (yare as we 
would spell it in English) is trans- 
lated 76 times as be afraid, 242 
times as to fear, is translated 24 
times as terrible. It is translated 
only once as reverend. 


And along with many commands 
to fear God, the word is used in 
Leviticus 19:3, “Ye shall fear ev- 
ery man his mother, and his fa- 
ther,” 

Let no one think, then, that it is 
wrong to reverence ministers. And 
reverend simply means to be rev- 
erent. It does not mean, necessar- 
ily, worship, in the sense that one 
worships God. 

In Leviticus 19:30 the Jews were 
commanded to “reverence my sanc- 
tuary.” The same command is giv- 
en in Leviticus 26:2. 

From It Samuel 9:6 we learn 
that Mephibosheth “fell on his face, 
and did reverence” before King 
David. 

In I Kings 1:31 we find that 
Bath-she-ba “did reverence to the 
king.” 

Hebrews 12:9 tells us that our 
fathers “corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence.” 

Ephesians 5:33 commands, ‘Let 
....the wife see that she rever- 
ence her husband.” 

If it were proper for a king to 
be reverenced, if children are com- 
manded to reverence their parents, 
if wives are to reverence their 
husbands, then surely the same 
kind of respect and reverence is 
due the man of God. 

The Bible, of course, commands, 
“Children, obey your parents in 
the Lord: for this is right” (Eph. 
6:1). 

Wives are commanded to be obe- 
dient to their own husbands (Ti- 
tus 2:5). 3 

But the same command is given 


‘to church members regarding their 


pastor: “Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and submit your- 
selves: for ag Aba for your 
Souls, as they t must give an 
account, that they may do it with 
joy, and not with grief: for that is 
unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17). 
Note that this refers to the minis- 
ters who watch over the souls of 


‘people. 


In the same chapter, Hebrews 
18:24 commands, “Salute all them 
that have the rule over you, and 

the saints.” Ministers are to 
‘rule’ over their people, are to be 
‘obeyed,’ and certainly should be 


reverenced, 
- Incidentally, I think it is of no 


special importance whether min- 


Asters are addressed by the title of 


NEW RETAIL |HE TOOK 
BOOK STORE MY PLACE 
IN WHEATON An 3 y sea captain lay in 


ungodl 
his cabin in mid-ocean death star- 
The Sword of the Lord Publish- 


ing him in the face. He shrank 
ers announces the opening of a new | back in the presence of “the King 
retail Christian book store, The 
Sword Book Room, at 145. North 
Hale (corner of Wesley. and Hale 
Streets), Wheaton, Ilinéis. Here a 
fine stock of sound Christian books, 
Bibles, Testaments, fineuee, mot- 
toes, Christian novelties and greet- 
ing cards will be displayed: We 
will be glad to get for you any 


nity took fast hold upon him. 


Captain Coutts sent for his first 
mate and said, “Williams, get 
down on your knees and pray for a 
fellow. I have been wicked, 
as you know, and I expect I shall 
go heen time.” | “ 

. “T am not a pra man, you 
sound Christian book in print if we know, captain, so fp way. I 
do not have it in stock already. -| would if I could.” 

Heretofore the book business has “Well, then bring a Bible and 
been handled in connection with| read me a bit, for my hope is about 
the editor’s home. This nice retail|to run out.” 
store, a corner, brick building, with “I have no Bible, Captain; you 
attractive display show windows,| know I am not a religious man.” 
and in a convenient location, will “Then send for Thomas, the sec- 
inake it much easier for our friends |.ond mate; perhaps he can pray a 
to browse through our books. Of | bit.” 
course a complete line of books| The second mate was soon in the 
and pamphlets by the editor will| presence of his dying captain, when 
be on sale, and the store will take| he said to him: “I say, Thomas, I 
subscriptions for The Sword of the|am afraid I am bound for eternity 
Lord. this trip. Get down and pray for 

The office of the Sword of the} ™ée. Ask God to have mercy upon 
Lord Publishers will be downstairs | ™yYy poor soul.” 
in the same building. The office of | “14 gladly do it to. oblige you, 
the Sword of the Lord Publishers | C#Ptain, if I could; but I have not 
and the distribution of Christian | P™ayed since I was a lad.” 
literature are managed in the edi- Have you a Bible, then, to read 
tor’s absence by Miss Lola Mae| ‘to me? 
Bradshaw, but the book store will| No, captain, I have no Bible.” 
be specifically in charge of the edi- Alas for the dying sinner! How 
tor’s sister, Mrs. R. C. Nutting. She | #wful his condition. On the brink 
who loves the Lord’s work and, They searched the ship over for 
Christian people and delights to get |@ ™man who could pray, but they 
out the gospel. Friends in all this | Searched in vain; and for a Bible, 
area are invited to come in and| but one could not be found until 
meet Mrs. Nutting and tell her | one of the sailors told the captain 
a Bible in the hands of the cook’s 
boy, a little fellow named Willie 
Platt. 

“Send at once,” said Captain 
Coutts, ‘‘and see if the boy has a 
Bible.” 

The sailor hurried off to the boy 
and said to him, “Sonny, have you 
a Bible?” 

“Yes, sir, but I only read it in 
my own time.” 

“Oh, that’s all right, my lad; 
take the Bible and go to the cap- 
tain’s cabin, He is very sick and 
wants a Bible. He thinks he is go- 
ing to die.” 


Away went Willie Platt with his 
Bible to the captain’s cabin. 

“Have you a Bible, my boy?” 

“Yes, captain.” 

“Then sit down, and find some- 
thing in it that will help me, for 
I am afraid I am going to die. 


reverend or not. Personally, I pre- 
fer the southern custom of calling 
preachers, “Brother.” But there 
are handicaps in using that term, 
because a preacher is not a broth- 
er to unconverted people, and a 
preacher who is a modernist and 
does not believe in Christ as his 
Saviour ought not to be called 
brother by those who are saved 
and do believe in Christ. 


On the whole, it is a matter of 
convenience to address letters to a 
minister, using the title ‘‘Rever- 
end.” The word simply means, in 
English, that the man is a minis- 
ter. It means nothing more. Not a 
— in a million, using the title 

or a minister, means to worship 
him as God. In English usage the 
title has simply become synony- 
mous with “minister,” or ‘“preach- 


of terrors,’”’ and the dread of eter- | 2&8 


Find something about God having 


mercy on a sinner like me, mn 


read it to me.” 

Poor boy! He did not know 
where to read, but he remembered 
that his mother had him read the 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah just 
before he left home for that voy- 


e. 

Willie turned to that blessed 
chapter that so fully sets forth 
the love and mercy of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in dying for poor sin- 
ners such as John Coutts, and com- 
menced to read. When Willie got 
to the fifth verse — “He was 
wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities; 
the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him, and with His stripes we 
are healed’ — the captain, who 
was listening for his very life, re- 
alizing that he was surely having 
his last chance of being saved, 
said, “Stop, my lad! that sounds 
like it; read it again.” 

Once more the boy read over 
the blessed words: “He was wound- 
ed for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities, the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon 
Him, and‘with His stripes we are 
healed.,”’ 

“Aye, my lad, that’s good — 
that’s it, sure.” 

These words from. the. captain 
encouraged Willie, and he said: 
“Captain, when I was reading that 
verse at home, mother made me 
put my name in it. May I put’it in 
now just where mother told me?” 


“Certainly, sonny: put your 
name in just where your mother 
told you, and read it again.” 

Reverently and slowly the boy 
read the verse: ry 

“He — Jesus — was wounded 
for Willie Platt’s transgressions, 
He was bruised for Willie Platt’s 
iniquities; the chastisement of 
Willie Platt’s peace was upon him, 
and with his stripes Willie Platt 
is healed.” ~ 


When Willie had finished, the 
captain was halfway over the ‘side 
of his bed, reaching toward the 
lad, and said: “My boy, put your 
captain’s name in the verse and 
read it again — John Coutts, John 
Coutts.” 

The lad slowly read the verse 
again: “He was wounded for John 
Coutts’ transgressions, He was 
bruised for John Coutts’ iniquities; 
the chastisement of John Coutts’ 
peace was upon Him, and with His 
stripes John Coutts is healed.” 

When the boy had finished, the 
captain said: “That will do, my 
lad; you may go now.” 

Then the captain lay back on his 
pillow and repeated over and over 
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again those precious words of Isa- 
iah 53:5, pu in his own name 
each time, and as he did so, the 
joy of heaven filled his soul. He 
was saved! Another r sinner 
for whom Christ had died had “re- 
ceived Him” (John 1:12). 

The soul of Captain Coutts soon 
passed away. His body was rolled 
in canvas, placed upon the plank 
and allowed to glide overboard in- 
to the water, to be seen no more 
until Jesus comes and the sea gives 
up its dead (John 5:24, 29). . 

Before John Coutts fell asleep 
in Jesus he had witnessed to every 
one on his vessel that the Christ 
of God — the man of Calvary — 
was wounded for his transgres- 
sions, bruised for his iniquities, 
that the chastisement that he 
rightly deserved had fallen on his 
blessed Substitute, and with His 
stripes — the stripes that fell on 
Jesus — he had been healed! 

Beloved reader, do you know 
anything about this salvation? 
Have you taken your true place 
as a poor “ungodly sinner’ before 
God and trusted in Christ for par- 
don? Blessed be His name “yester- 
day, today, forever’ (Heb 13:8). 
What He did for John Coutts He 
waits to do for you, Will you let 
Him? 

—-—--Q-————_ 


DID YOU HELP BRING 
THIS BLESSING? 


Every day we receive letters 
from people who have been blessed 
by subscriptions paid for by some- 
one else, Many of your friends will 
never’ hear of The Sword of the 
Lord and will miss the blessing 
it will be to them unless you pass 
your paper on or send them a sub- 
scription. 

One of the following letters 
might have been made possible be- 
cause of you. — 


A Hymn Writer Read Sword 


and Was Blessed 

‘....L sent a copy to my broth- 
er in Vineland and he just got wild 
over it. He loaned it to the man 
that composed the dear old hymn, 
Living for Jesus, and I think he 
is very old, and he said the sermon 
by this man Rice is the best I ever 


read. Well, praise God for John 
Rice, and we are hearing him these 
days over the air. 
“Ss. Vv. C— 
“Columbia, N. J.” 


er,” or “pastor.” So it is perfectly 


proper to use the term. 2 


Incidentally, it is foolish and 
hurtful to cause division and strife 
over the meanings of words where 
the Bible does not give a 
and important meaning to the 
words. It is as silly to think a 
preacher guilty of blasphemy be- 
cause he be addressed sometimes 
as ‘Reverend,’ as it would be to 
accuse a physician of sinful pride 
in allowing himself to be called 
“Doctor.” “Doctor,” in common 
language, means “physician,” 
‘Reverend,’ in common language, 
means “minister.” 


+O 


“I have been blessed so much 
and such good sermons, I can not 
understand how you can put out 
so much for just one little dollar. 
My name shall always be on your 
subscription list as long as that 
blessed Sword of the Lord is pub- 
lished, and I hope and pray that 
you will be able to keep on with 
the good work until Jesus comes 


A Great Book 


MAR 


nation by the Nazis. 


“ ...it is like a cool drink of ; 
water to the thirsty when your 
paper comes each week. I feel I’ve 
found a gem in my mail box. I 
carefully save each one I’m not led 
to give away. The children laugh 
at the way I | y brush one 
off should it be found on the floor. 
af “H—— K——- A 
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faith. A popular gift book. 


sess 
“T would not say your paper is 
‘worth its weight in It is 
worth f | . | 
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The Mystery of 


(Illustrated) 


BY J. H. HUNTER 
Editor — Author — World Traveller 


Seldom have you read a book like this! Romance, mystery 
and intrigue, blended with a thrilling defence of the ideals 
we fight for today. “The Mystery of Mar Saba” is unique 
among historical novels. Here is a book. of contemporary 
history, covering events in the East which are taking place : 
even as we write. You will be thrilled with this up-to-the-minute tale of German intrigue to 
destroy the British Empire and all it stands for —- Germany’s first step towards world-domi- 
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NOW READY 


SABA 


Written against the background of restless Palestine; the country which the author knows 
so well; Palestine, upon which the eyes of the world are turned today — it has in it the very 
atmosphere of the East. Tremendous events have happened in the Holy Land in the past; great- 
er things are destined to take place there in the near future. Italy seeks to wrest the mandate 
from Britain and secure the control of Palestine for herself. With the theatre of war shifting 
to the Near East you cannot afford to miss this story. : 


Blended with the mystery is the fascinating romance of a beautiful Greek girl — a story of 
true love amid many difficulties and adventures, It is also a great defence of the Christian 


Both you and your friends will read this enthralling tale with eager 
interest. About 400 pages. Well illustrated. Price, $2.00. 


— ORDER FROM — 


The Sword of the Sal Publishers. 
145 NORTH HALE STREET 
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a Oh, Christian, confess thet wor- 
ry is a sin; confess that it dishon- 
ors God; confess that it comes of 
unbelief! Then listen to God’s cure 
9] anxious care and fret and wor- 


I. Pray About Everything 

Wa “Be careful for nothing; but in 
every ise by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving let your 

_Yequests be made known unto God.” 

This verse plainly says that we 

should pray about everything. 

- What God really wants is that 

every child of His shall open the 
least and tiniest corner of his heart 


pal rg io — take it to the 
“ have a right to want it, 

ve a right to ask for it! 
ce - y Scriptures make this plain. 
es Mark 11:24 says, “What things so- 
| ever ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
+ lieve that ye receive them, and ye 
' shall have them.” Whatsoever you 
7 desire, means literally anything 
= £you want. Again..Psalm 37:4 in- 
%  vites us to pray for “the desires 
of thine heart.’’ John 14: 13, 14 
tells us to pray for “any thing.” 

And John 15:7 says if we abide 
in Christ and He abide in us, ‘‘Ye 
,Shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
_ be done unto you.” And now Phi- 
* lippians 4:6 tells us to pray about 
- literally “everything.” 

Do you think any need, any 
want, any lack of yours is too 
»  # small for God to notice, to care 
| about? Well, one single hair of 
' yours is counted and recorded; that 
is how much He cares. The spar- 
; . row, pesky nuisance that he is, a 
» tiny bird creature, has the over- 

' sight and constant care of your 

| Heavenly Father! The wild flower 
trampled under your feet has the 
| personal supervision of the infinite 
' God, and He delights to clothe the 
* flower with beauty and perfume it 
' with fragrance, though it is but 
© grass! So nothing, then, is too 
' small to take to your own Heaven- 
» ly Father. 

' I sat in a conference with a pas- 
— tor about an important revival 
' campaign. My baby, three years 
' old, broke in upon us with a tiny 
ee piece of irregular cardboard which 
' ghe wanted cut square. “Daddy, 
cut that off for me,” she said. With 
ag my hife I cut the bit of card- 
as she wished it, put it back 
in the little hands; and she said, 
“Thank you, Daddy,” and went 
away, without dreaming that she 
% had interrupted an important coun- 
} cil. And I turned to the pastor and 
gaid, “If I ever want anything from 
God, I don’t care if He is in the 
- council chamber with all the arch- 
angels, planning the destiny of the 
planets, I’m going to break in and 
say, ‘My Father, I am your little 
child. Please do this for me,’ and 
He will do it!” Since He is my .Fa- 
ther, I have a right to take every 
thing to Him. Not to do so is a 
sin. He cares! 

So, beloved Christian, p ray! 
Take your burdens to the Lord. 
The cure for worry is to take ev- 
erything to God in prayer. 
“What a Friend we have in Jesus 
' All our sins and griefs to bear, 
' What a privilege to carry EVERY- 
ag THING 


' Everything to God in prayer. 
| “Oh, what peace we often forfeit 
_ . Qh, what needless pain we bear 
_ All because we do not carry 

\ Everything to. God in prayer.” 


lll. With Supplication and 
Thanksgiving 


If you want your worry to end, 
i be sure you Jeave your bur- 
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Does God Work 
Miracles Today 


(Continued from page one) 


him out even if it were on the 
Sabbath day. The motive was com- 
passion! 

Indeed the Sevicies did not do 
His miracles to prove His deity, 
When Jesus healed two blind men 
He “straightly charged them, say- 
ing, See that no man know it’! 
(Matt. 9:30). Again He charged 
his disciples ‘‘that they should tell 
no man that he was Jesus the 
Christ” (Matt. 16:20). To the 
mount of transfiguration He took 
only three disciples and warned 
them not to tell of the miracle 
there (Matt. 17:9). When He 
healed the daughter of Jairus ‘‘he 
suffered no man go in, save Peter, 
and James, and John, and the fa- 
ther and mother of the maiden,”’ 
and then “he charged them that 
they should tell no man what was 
done” (Luke 8:51-56). 

It is generally believed that mir- 
acles only came in rare and isolat- 
ed cases, and in some sense that 
was true. But certain kinds. of mir- 
acles continued throughout the Bi- 
ble times almost without interrup- 
tion, we believe. 

For example, prophecy, that is 
receiving divine revelations, con- 
cerning the future, or at least di- 
vine revelations of knowledge not 
otherwise to be known, was prev- 
alent throughout Bible ‘times. 

Abel doubtless had divine revela- 
tions about the coming Saviour 
and knew the meaning of a bloody 
sacrifice. Enoch was a prophet con- 
cerning even the second coming of 
Christ (Jude, verses 14, 15). Noah 
was plainly a prophet of God in 
foretelling the future of his de- 
scendants (Gen. 9:24-27). God told 
Abimelech that Abraham was a 
prophet” (Gen. 20:7). Isaac in bless- 
ing Jacob and Esau, proved that 
he had the gift of prophecy (Gen. 
27:26-40). Doubtless even Laban 
and Bethuel and their family had 
this gift of prophecy, too, as we 


dens with God. That means wait- 
ing there at the place of prayer 
until God meets you. The young 
fellow waits in the reception room 
until his “date” is all ready to go 
out with him. We wait at appoint- 
ments for others to come, with 
whom we have business dealings. 
Women wait in line at the chain 
store groceries, as others do at 
cafeterias or picture shows. We 


‘may wait for days for an impor- 


tant letter, never giving up hope, 
eagerly meeting the mailman on 
each visit. Why, then, should we 
not earnestly, steadfastly wait on 
God, with supplication? So stay 
until you have sweet assurance 
that God has heard your prayer. 
Then leave your burden with God 
and go away happy! 

It would be well never to leave 
the place of prayer until you can 
honestly thank God for a sense-that 
He has heard you and will give 
you what you need. The prayer 
that continues in supplication and 
ends in heartfelt thanksgiving, is 
the prayer that will give perfect 
peace. 

IV. The Peace that Passes 
Understanding 


And then Philippians 4:7 prom- 
ises us that “And the peage of 
God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” Like 
a garrison of soldiers keeps a cita- 
del, so the peace of God keeps the 
heart and protects it from all care 
and worry, when we take every- 
thing to God in prayer. 


Leave your cares with the Lord! 
“Casting all your care upon him. 
for he careth for you,” says I Pe- 
ter 5:7. And Psalm 55: 22 says, 
Cast thy burden upon the Lord; 
and he shall sustain thee.”’ So, ev- 
ery Christian can tell God every- 
thing, wait before Him until you 
are sure you are heard, thank God, 
and then go away happy without 
your burden. 


“Leave it there, leave it there, 

‘Take your burden to the Lord 

and leave it there. - 
If you trust and never doubt 

He will surely bring you out. 
Take your burden to the Lord and 

leave it there.” 

“Be careful for nothing, but in 
everything, by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thinksgiving, let your 
requests be made known unto God. 
And the peace of God which pass- 


jeth all understanding, shall keep 


your hearts and minds, 


}\ Christ Jesus.” 


through 


see from Genesis 24:60. Jacob and 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Joseph likewise had this same gift 
(Gen. 48; 15-22; Gen 49: 1-29; Gen. 
50:24, 25). Even during the sad 
period of the judges there were 
prophets and prophetesses. David 
was @ prophet (Acts 2:29, 30). 


And the gift of prophecy certainly 


extended throughout Old Testa- 
ment times, as far as we know, 
without any long interruption. 

But this gift of prophecy is spok- 
en of as the normal possession of 
New Testament Christians. Chris- 
tians are commanded to covet to 
prophesy, though we are not to 
covet speaking in foreign lan- 
guages (I. Cor. 14:1). If all Chris- 
tians prophesy, we are told that 
the unsaved will be convicted and 
all his doubts about God will dis- 
appear (I Cor. 14: 24, 25). We are 
told that “Ye may all prophesy” 
(verse 31). And again we are com- 
manded, “Covet to prophesy” (vs. 
39). Even women, who are ex- 
pressly forbidden to teach or 
preach, may have the gift of proph- 
ecy (I Cor. 11:5). Do not. be con- 
fused about the term prophesy, It 
means exactly the same in the Old 
Testament and in the New, and it 
is not preaching. Prophetesses nev- 
er did preach, 

But if the gift of prophecy is 
the normal thing for New Testa- 
ment churches, then that means 
that the miraculous, super ral 
working of God is to continue down 
through the ages in His church. 
Thus when miracles are past it is 
because the faith of God’s people 
has waned. ; 

The inspiration of the Bible was 
certainly miraculous, supernatural. 
Every man who wrote a part of the 
Bible was moved by the Holy Ghost 
and given a supernatural, infalli- 
ble revelation, speaking with the 
very words of God (I Cor. 2:13; 
Isaiah 51:16; Jer. 1:9; Exodus 24: 
4). Again that increases the spread 
of miracles. Wherever there was 
a prophet writing part of the Book 
of God, then there was a marvelous 
miracle taking place. 


. But I believe that God’s mir- 
acles concerning the Bible did not 
end when John wrote the last 
words of the book of Revelation, 
long after Paul had been behead- 
ed. For the Bible is itself a living 
miracle, ‘“The word of God is quick 
and powerful” (Heb. 4:12). The 
word quick here means alive. It is 
the same word used about the liv- 
ing people in the phrase, ‘‘the quick 
and the dead,” in Acts 10:42, in 
II Timothy 4:1, in I Peter 4:5. The 
Bible is a living thing. That means 
that the power of God is in the 
Word, and it is a living miracle. 
The things that the Bible does are 
miraculous things. If the saving of 
a soul, regeneratign, is a miracle. 
and if that is done by the Word 
of God, used by the Holy Spirit, 
then the Word of God is miracu- 
lous even today. 

Reverent students have long be- 
lieved, as I do, that the preserva- 
tion of the Word of God down 
through these centuries is mira- 
culous and supernatural. How Sa- 
tan hates the Bible! The conspira- 
cies of Romish priests, burning 
multiplied thousands of copies, the 
putting to death of those that har- 
bored the Bible and insisted on 
reading it — these could not do 
away with the Word of God. The 
assaults of the infidels, the attacks 
of atheists and modernists —- these 
could not do away with the Bible. 
It could not be lost through mis- 
translation, through the errors of 
copyists, through the awful dark- 
ness and ignorance of the dark 
ages. The Bible has been preserved 
of God. It lives and abides for- 
ever; and that preservation is sure- 
ly a miracle of God, such as other 
books do not have. 


“This supernatural, miraculously 
living Bible may be typified by the 
pot of manna which was collected 
and:put within the ark of the cove- 
nant and there preserved miracu- 
lously from spoiling century after 
century (Exodus 16: 32-34; Heb. 
9:4). The preservation of that 
manna, the bread from Heaven, 
was a living, physical miracle down 
through the centuries. If God had 
failed to sustain it miraculously. 
one day, then it would have de- 
cayed and ‘stank’ as the manna 
did that had been kept more than 
a day by the people. That was 
an every day miracle, but the same 


kind of miracle lives today in the 


Bible, the Word. It is a miracle 
Book. It has life in it. It “is a 
discerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart” (Heb, 4:12). 


Aaron’s rod that budded was 
likewise miraculously preserved in 


the ark of testimony. The almond | 


(Continued from page two) . 


at. this Scripture again and see 
what it says.’”’ We read this verse 
together here and I said: “Have 


you confessed here to me the Lord 
Jesus?” | > “Yes, I have,” 
and I said: “and believed in your 


heart?” “Yes, I do.” The Word of 
God says, then: “If thou shalt con- 
fess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness. and with the 
mouth confession’ is made unto sal- 
vation.” | 

“Well, ” he said, “isn’t that 
great! Is that all you need to do 
to be saved?” I said, “Yes.” “Well 
then,’”’ he said, “I’m saved!” I said, 
“Yes, my. brother, if you have sin- 
cerely believed and acted upon 
this. conditional promise of God, 
you can say that you are saved.” 
Don’t try to make something tre- 
mendously difficult of. salvation. 
The difficult part, the impossible 
part for you and me, was all ac- 
complished by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. When He said on Calvary’s 
Cross: “It is finished,’ He meant 
it. May God help you now to be- 
lieve it and to enter by faith into 
the finished work of Jesus Christ 
and rest in Him. 


(6) “And I give unto them 

eternal life; 

and they shall never perish, 

neither shall any man pluck 

them out of my hand. My 

Father, which gaye them me, 

is greater than all; and no 

man is able to pluck them out 
of my Father’s hand.” 

John 10:28-29. 

If this passage does not teach 
eternal security I don’t know what 
it does teach. A dear old lady, 
who was rejoicing in her eternal 
salvation, was asked by a friend: 
“But aren’t you afraid you might 
slip through His fingers?’ To 
which she replied: “Praise God, I 
am one of the fingers.” 


O, let the joy of the Lord. fill 
your heart as He says unto you 
who believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, “they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand. My Father, which 
gave them me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father’s. hand.’ God 
wants you to be saved and know 
it, and to know that a saved soul 
it eternally secure. 1 John 5:13, 
brings this out very definitely and 
clearly: 

“These things have I writ- 
ten unto you that believe on 
thee name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may 
believe on the name of the 
Son of God.” 

In closing this little tract, let 


buds and blossoms that grew out 
of that dry stick seemed to have 
been miraculously kept fresh and 
unwithered through the centuries 
as a reminder of the miraculous 
sustaining of God’s ministry and 
the supernatural power that was 
at their beck and call when in the 
will of God (Num. 17:8-10; Heb. 
9:4). The preservation of that bud- 
ded and blooming walking stick 
from an almond tree was a miracle 


vevery day that it was kept. 


Likewise, the fire of the Lord 
that never went out on the altar, 
and the Shekinah glory over the 
mercy seat where God dwelt, was 
a living, day and night miracle 
down through the centuries in the 
tabernacle and in the temple, until 
the temple was forsaken by the 
Lord. 

In Numbers 5:12-31 we have a 
remarkable teaching that God’s 
miracle-working presence was with 
Israel all the time, to bring sin to 
judgment miraculous\y, to whisper 
to a husband if the wife was im- 
pure; and when she drank the bit- 
ter water, then if she were guilty 
of adultery “this water that caus- 
eth the curse shall go ixto thy 
bowels, to make thy belly t\ swell, 
and thy thigh to rot.’’ And if she 
was not guilty there would be no 
evil effect. Surely that means that 
the living, miracle-working God 
was present continually to bring 


acle would take place at the hand 
of whatsoever husband and wife 
and priest were called upon to 
make the test, down through the 


there is any manifestation 
there is a miracle. 


me say, to the glory of God, and 


in the hope that it may encourage 


you, that following this simple 
message which was broadcast over 
WIP, I received a number of let- 
ters from friends in the radio au- 
dience telling me that they had 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ and 
were now fully trusting in Him. 
One person says: “I have just lis- 
tened to your sermon over the ra- 
dio and I~m glad to say that I 
have been saved through your ser- 
mon..I asked myself all the ques- 


tions that were put to the younger ~ 


brother, whom you used as an ex- 
ample, and I found that I got the 
same answers.” 

Another says in part: “I must 
tell you how wonderful your mes- 
Sage was last Sunday night, for 
although I had known He was mine. 
for the last eleven years, still the 
Devil would taunt me in every way 
he could to make me believe I was 
not saved, and while I know it was 
of Satan, still he is such a fiend- 
that sometimes I would quake be- 
fore him and be the most miser- 
able person alive, so you can see, 
when I asked the Lord to make 
it plain to me, He brought full 
assurance through His own words 
in His Book.”’ 

Still another writes to tell of her 
husband, a dear man who is nearly 


|blind, having gone forward in one 


of our services, yet went away not 
fully assured. “‘He just seemed not 
capable of knowing how to grasp 
salvation. He was fast becoming 
weary because he was so dissatis- 
fied. And then came-your wonder- 
ful message of last Sunday night. 
It was such a blessing; anda bea- 
con on the pathway to heaven. 
When the current was cut off and 
you were no longer on the air, he 
dropped to his knees in tears, and 
sobbing like a child, thanked God 
for the wonderful sermon and the 
comfort and surety it brought*“to 
him. Thank the Lord; my husband 
is now sure that salvation is now 
his for eternity.” 

May you too, dear friend, who- 
ever you are who may happen to 
read this simple message, believe 
what God has said, and go on your 
way rejoicing in this full salvation. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.” 

Decision Slip 

If you, lost sinner, feel God call- 
ing you and will ask Him for for- 
giveness and will: believe in Christ 
now as your Saviour, will you sign 
this decision form below, or copy 
and mail to us? If you will I will 
tell Mr. MacPherson and will write 
you a personal letter of counsel. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 

145 North Hale Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read Mr. MacPherson’s 
message on How to be Saved and 
Know It. I know God wants. me 
to be saved. Here and now I con- 
fess my sins to God. I believe that 
Christ died for me, and here and 
now I trust Him to forgwe my 
sins and save me. I will confess 
Him openly as my Saviour and be- 
gin today to live for Him. Please 
tell Mr. MacPherson for me. 


Signed 


Address 


4 


The above article, How to Be. 
Saved and Know It, is printed 
in tract form, Price: 

2 for 5c; 25c per dozen; $1.00 | 
per hundred (Postage Extra) 
Address: Rev. Merril T. Mac- 
Pherson, 5455 York Road, Phila- 

delphia. Pa. 


sin to judgment; and that this mir- | 


years! It is impossible to rule out} 
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